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GENERAL EDUCATION SELF-STUDY TASK FORCE 

MEETING MINUTES 

August 17, 2017  

8:00 AM   • Provost’s Conference Room  

 

PRESENT: Chuck Bolton, Chair, General Education Self-Study Task Force; Frances Bottenberg, 
Jenny Dale, Alice Haddy, Lauren Haldeman, Jacoba Leiper, Lisa O’Connor, Sunny Spillane, 
Linda Stine, and Larry Taube. 

 

Chuck Bolton called meeting to order with brief introductions.  Jonathan Jackson, Graduate 
Student, will be available to assist with the Task Force. 

Minutes from June 2, 2017 meeting were reviewed and approved.  Minutes will be posted on 
the Self-Study Task Force website. 

It seems that Thursday morning at 8:00 AM is the only available time, please hold this time on 
your schedule.  We may not meet every week, as we will also have meetings beyond this time 
when we are meeting with various groups across campus.  It is understood that all members 
will not be able to attend all meetings.   

As stated earlier, there is funding available for travel.  The Association for General and Liberal 
Studies 2017 conference will be September 22 and 23, 2017, in Memphis TN.  The focus of this 
conference is general education.  It would be good if two members would attend.  Jodi 
Pettazzoni will probably attend as well.  Please let Chuck know as soon as possible.  This is a 
great opportunity to engage in dialogue with others who are involved in the same process. 

The charge suggests that it would be a good idea to include non-voting members.  Chuck will 
invite Dana Saunders (Director, Students First Office), Lisa Henline (Associate Registrar for 
Enrollment), and Julia Mendez (Chancellor’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Fellow).  Other 
non-voting members will be called on as needed. 

Chair advised the final report is due to the Provost, Chancellor, and Faculty Senate April 1, 
2018, with the goal of implementation Fall 2018.  We will need time to consult with various 
groups across campus.  August through January could be used to gather data, the last couple 
of months should be used to draft the report.  The timetable is ambitious. 
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What is the best way to gather feedback?  The Taskforce should meet with faculty, student 
groups, various offices that interact with students, recent (five years or less) alumni, GEC 
committee members, advisors.  Surveys will need to be customized to the group.  Discussion 
concerning surveys and focus groups.  Suggestion made to contact OAERS in the School of 
Education for assistance with survey content.  Surveys should be designed for the target group 
i.e. advisors and transfer advisors would have different concerns.  Decided that Taskforce will 
send out surveys and then follow up with focus groups/fora and Faculty Senate Forum.   John 
Willse will be invited to attend the next meeting to discuss surveys.   The 2005-06 Self-Study 
report should have questions and responses from the various groups, this information could 
help with development of survey questions.  Larry will report out to the General Education 
Council. 

Question posed – do we want to invite outside consultants?  Suggestion to invite Appalachian 
State and Elon and experts in the field to speak with a broader audience and also with 
Taskforce members.  Please contact Chuck with ideas and or suggestions.   

We need to look at our current General Education Program to determine what we are doing 
other than adding courses.  What problems do we want to solve, what are the successes, what 
needs improvement?  A point of discussion could be the value of SI, GL, and GN going 
forward.  How do we reduce complexity?  Discussion concerning GNS and newer math 
models.   

Alice Haddy shared notes from the AASCU Academic Affairs Summer Meeting.  It appears 
that some Math organizations are recommending different paths (1) focus on STEM majors 
and (2) development of quantitative reasoning applicable to the major.    CUNY community 
colleges are also doing revising their math courses.  It would be worth talking to the 
Mathematics and Statistics Department or GMT faculty to see if there is an interest in this.   

UNCG just signed an agreement with two Community Colleges, how does this impact 
students and general education?  If these students have an AA or AS in a specific discipline, 
they would most likely not have met all of UNCG’s General Education requirements.   

We need to know what kind of data we would like to have.  For example, what number of 
students take Algebra (for Gen Ed requirement) in their senior year?  IR should be able to give 
us this information.  Is there a relationship between the DFW rate and General Education?  If 
you have specific data questions, please post in Canvas.  Once we have the rich data, different 
interest groups should be invited read and interpret more broadly. 
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We should be careful about accumulating information just for the sake of information.  
Surveys could be broad, with more narrow focus groups of students (Honors, Residential 
College, Commuter Students, other student organizations).  Is there a way to group our 
existing courses thematically, create a flexible framework?  We need to move away from our 
current smorgasbord system.  High Impact Practices should be incorporated in our General 
Education Program.  Could we incorporate Community-Based projects/service in General 
Education and include integrative learning, possibly rethink existing courses?  Cathy 
Hamilton could assist with the Community-Engaged courses.  Examples should be provided 
for the student focus groups.  Students should understand the importance of General 
Education, what can we do to make this more meaningful? 

 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:16 A.M.  
Next meeting will be Thursday, August 24, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. in 1607 MHRA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


